Cytodiagnosis of hepatic amyloidosis by fine needle aspiration cytology: a case report.
Amyloid in fine needle aspirates tends to be overlooked due to its rarity. It may appear at virtually any site and can be identified by special stains. In a case of amyloidosis of the liver, where fine needle aspiration cytology was instrumental in making the primary diagnosis. Smears revealed normal hepatocytes and chronic inflammatory cells. Amorphous material (amyloid) was extensively present between compressed hepatocytic clusters. It stained pale green in Papanicolaou-stained preparations and reddish purple with Giemsa stain. This material was initially thought to be hyalinized granulomas. However, it was later confirmed to be amyloid by using Congo Red stain. Whenever amorphous material is present in smears, a high index of suspicion for amyloid needs to be maintained.